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Dear Friends,

Our Debt
The cost of our daily newspaper went up recently, just a few pence extra each day. It made me think of what our total newspaper spending amounted to each week and each year. Quite a sizeable sum when you consider it – and yet it is very little, almost nothing in fact, in terms of our total spending.
At a recent meeting of our Deacons’ Court it was revealed that in the accounts soon to be presented to our congregational AGM (to be held after the 11a.m. service on Sunday 18th March) we are regularly showing an annual deficit of more than £5000. Quite a sizeable sum when you consider it – and yet in reality very little, almost nothing in fact, in terms of the total spending, of each of us in a year.

Before you dismiss what I am saying out of hand, let me invite you to consider this. 

If we assume that just 100 of our most regular attending members give most of our congregation’s income and assume that the other 200 give nothing, that £5000 annual deficit breaks down to £50 extra per year or £1 extra per week from each of us who are the most committed.
Think what £50 can buy in a year – two meals or outings for two; just two of the cheaper seats at a football match or at a theatre; just one full tank of petrol, in fact not very much.

Think what £1 can buy in a week – a bus ticket, a bag of sweets, a half pint of beer or a Coke, part of the cost of a magazine, a newspaper or two, in fact almost nothing.

The problem of our congregation’s annual deficit demands to be the subject of prayer and urgent action. The solution lies in the hands – or the pockets – of each of one of us who are regular attenders and who cares about the future of our Church. To increase our offering by an extra pound each week amounts to almost nothing.

Paul put it better than I ever could: Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9: 6&7)

One lady present at the recent meeting of the Deacons’ Court, supporting the proposal that we have a Day of Commitment on the Communion Sunday after Easter, spoke most movingly of the appropriateness of doing it at this time. After all, as she put it, Jesus gave his life for us. He gave absolutely everything. 

She made me think of a much-loved hymn we sing all too often without thinking what we are saying: Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small; love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.
To increase my offering by just an extra pound a week seems such a small thing for me – “far too small”, in fact, when set against the Good News about what God in Christ has given to us in Christ. I know I need to give more– far more than a mere pound extra each week – if I am as sincere about wanting the next generation to hear the Good News of Jesus as I am about paying whatever extra is required to read the daily news . 

BOB.
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Sunday:   We thank you Lord for our church of which we are members and pray your blessing on all who share with us in its life and worship.   May it be our delight as well as our duty to worship you in the fellowship of the Church.   Save us as a congregation from being inward looking and over-occupied with our own affairs.  Help us to take our eyes off ourselves and turn them on those outside, always remembering that the church of Christ exists not for itself but for the sake of others and to spread abroad far and wide the good news of salvation.  Amen

Monday:   As the Guild nears the end of the session give thanks for all from different walks of life who have given of their time to come and tell of their faith, work and experiences.   Give thanks for so many committed members who turn up Monday by Monday no matter what the weather.

Tuesday:  Ask God to bless the “Enquirers’ Group” meeting in the Manse every Tuesday.    Pray for Mr Glover as he leads the Group and for those attending that they may find answers to their questions.    

Wednesday:  Remember our Minister and Office-Bearers and those in leadership positions within the congregation.  Pray that in everything they may be 



aware of God’s leading and encouragement in all they do for the service of God’s Kingdom in our community.   

Thursday:  In these days when we hear so much about Global Warming pray for all politicians, scientists and economists as they consider viable ways to radically reduce ‘greenhouse gas’ emissions.  Ask God to show them what the UK must do and give them the courage and ability to put policies into practice as soon as possible.

Friday:  Remember those known to you who are at the end of their personal resources and earnestly asking for a miracle of healing or some other answer to prayer.   Pray that God will demonstrate His power and His grace in their situations.  Keep before God always our neighbours, those in our street and the young people in our community.

Saturday:   25th March has been designated “Freedom Day” to celebrate the end of slavery.   Unfortunately slavery and people trafficking still goes on!  And indeed even in our towns in Scotland!     Pray that God will move the hearts of those who have influence so that they will actively campaign against this iniquitous trade.

Child’s Prayer:  Please guide the scientists trying to find ways to tackle Global Warming.














Services and Meetings
Sunday 

10:15 a.m. All-age Family Worship (in Hall) 

Followed by Sunday School & Rock Club Groups
11.00 a.m.     Morning Worship (with Crèche) 
5:30 p.m.
Choir Practice

6:15 p.m.
Evening Worship

7:30 p.m.
Rock Solid Club (every 2nd week)

Monday  

7:15 p.m.
The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday 

7.30 p.m.
Emmaus 



(Resumes in October)


Wednesday  

Welcome Wednesday 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (1st)

12-2p.m. 
   Chalmers Lunches (3rd)

10 - 11a.m.
   Prayer Time (last)

6:30 p.m.
   Boys Brigade – 


   Anchor boys and Junior Section

7:45 p.m.
   Company Section (Sept. - June)

Thursday     

5:00 p.m.
   Rainbows}
6:30 p.m.
   Brownies } (Sept. - June)

Saturday      

7.30 – 9a.m
  Prayer Breakfast (last of month)    

6:30 – 7:45 p.m Youth Club for 8-10 yr olds

8.00 – 9:15 p.m Youth Club for 11yrs + 



(Meets every 2nd week)

OUR WORSHIP – Special dates to note

MINISTER	SESSION CLERK   			CLERK TO DEACONS COURT


Rev. Robert L Glover 			Mr John Murdoch    			Mr Ian Bulloch


Tel: 812481				Tel: 812469 				Tel: 852717


TREASURER				 ACCESS to the HALL contact		BEADLE


Mrs Janet Farquhar 			Mr Tom Donaldson			Mr Duncan Morgan


Tel: 811863				Tel: 812023				Tel: 812071


FLOWER CONVENER		ORGANIST		 		PRAYER SECRETARY	


Miss Mary Clements			Mrs Pamela Zenati 			Mrs Alice Hood


Tel:  812241 				Tel: 813641 				Tel: 812191


			�    Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended 











	


			


			


				    








					    








				       


			        


				        








We welcome contributions to the Church Newsletter. Please note however that these may be edited, summarised or omitted by the minister and editor, as circumstances require. Letters of general thanks and acknowledgement for Church flowers will be posted on the notice board in the Church Hall.





EDITOR'S   NOTE


My thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church Newsletter. 


The next issue will be available on 


Sunday 15th April


Articles for this edition should be with me by 


Sunday 1st April 2007


If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com" ��chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com� 


or by phone on 819471


Sheila Bulloch








The AGM Edict will be on display in the Hall and Vestibule from 4th March.








World Mission


Thanks to all who donated stamps towards the World Mission Stamp Project. The amount received during 2006 was £2,000 and this has been given towards the Golden Jubilee project of the Church of Bangladesh. 


The stamp project for 2007 will help one of the Amity Foundation Projects in China which supports disabled orphaned children. The money raised will fund the buying of aids such as crutches and wheelchairs and provide play equipment and other essentials to help children in China.  Please keep saving your stamps.   I shall be pleased to collect them and take them in to the Church Offices.					     			Alice Hood 








Easter Art Exhibition 2007


St. Andrew Blackadder Church, North Berwick


Good Friday 6th April – Easter Monday 9th April


10a.m. –5p.m. More details on the notice board in the Hall.





MINISTER 


Rev. Robert L Glover,


Braemar Villa, 2 Links Road,


Port Seton Tel: 812481


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday as the Minister’s day off)





FUNERALS


On 18th January	 Mrs Davina WOOLARD 


					17 Longcraigs





On 15th February 	Mrs Margaret CONWAY 


					32 Whin Park.





On 23rd  February 	John Bernard BROWN, 


					9 Bayview























Have you logged on and looked at our website?


Why not give it a try.


Log onto � HYPERLINK "http://www.chalmerschurch.co.uk" ��www.chalmerschurch.co.uk� and find out more about the Church.











In his message Bob has highlighted the                                                                financial situation facing our Church. For some years we have had a deficit. This                                                              year is no exception and unless income increases substantially, next year we will also have a deficit of approximately £5,800. Unless the situation can be reversed then the Deacons Court projects that we will run out of money in three years time. 





One of the aims of the Stewardship campaign was to encourage people through a softly, softly approach to increase their offerings and the presentation at the Family Meal highlighted the ongoing financial requirements. Unfortunately, while, everyone who attended the meal had a great time, few, have taken on board an increased financial commitment each week.





A minimum increase in the Offerings of £100 per week is required to break even. As an example of the seriousness of the situation, if the five people who contribute the most each week were to stop giving then our income would reduce by 16% - a reduction of £10,447 each year. If the top 10 were to stop giving, then income would drop by 26% - a reduction of £17,746.





These are frightening figures and the situation must be addressed NOW. What can you do? Firstly, please increase your weekly offering if at all possible. Secondly, if you pay Income Tax and have not joined the Gift Aid scheme please do so as we can recover 28% of your offering as a tax rebate. Thirdly, if you do not come to Church too often then your offering can be made by Bankers Order. Fourthly, if you don’t have FWO envelopes and need them, please speak to Eleanor Willins. Finally, please attend the Annual General Meeting when you will have the opportunity to have your say regarding the ongoing financial situation.





John Murdoch,


Gift Aid Convenor 					(PS Gift Aid and Bankers Order forms are available from me)


.











MINISTER


Rev. Robert L Glover


Braemar Villa


2 Links Road


Port Seton


Tel: 812481


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rlglover@btinternet.com" ��rlglover@btinternet.com�


(Please respect Monday


 as the Minister’s day off)





		        


Maundy Thursday 5th April


  7.30p.m.  Service at Methodist Church





Good Friday 6th April


  2 - 3p.m.  ‘At the Cross’ Chalmers Memorial Church


   7.30p.m.   Service at Chalmers Memorial Church





Easter Sunday 8th April


10.00a.m.    Easter Breakfast with the Sunday School


11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship 


  6.15 p.m.   Evening Worship with Easter Music 	  


  from the occasional choir, with excerpts from ‘The Messiah’


			        - All with Rev. Bob GLOVER





Sunday 15th April


10.15 a.m.  All-age Family Worship with-Rev. Bob GLOVER


11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship – with Rev. Bob GLOVER


  6.15 p.m.   Evening Worship - with Ian BULLOCH





Sunday 22nd April


10.15 a.m.   All-age Family Worship


11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship 


  6.15 p.m.   Evening Worship - All with Rev. Bob GLOVER





Sunday 29th April - DAY of COMMITMENT


 10.15 a.m.  All-age Family Worship


 11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship with the 			            


                    SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  


   5.00p.m    Short Service at Cockenzie House


  6.15 p.m.   Evening Worship - Duncan MORGAN with Rev  


                     Bob GLOVER Followed by a short  


                     SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION         
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Kirk Session and Deacons Court 


Future meetings for 2007


14th March – Kirk Session, 25th April - Deacons Court, 


27th June - Deacons Court, 26th Sept. - Deacons Court, 24th Oct.  - Kirk Session, 28th Nov. - Deacons Court.          


All meeting on Wednesdays at 7 pm.


 








The next meeting will be on 


Thursday 15th March at 10a.m.


 in Longniddry Inn.


The speaker will be Sue Sadler


All Welcome


         





.














Job Vacancy - CAR DUTY


Urgently required - car drivers are needed to help collect the elderly and less able come to Church each Sunday. If you have a car and could help one Sunday each month, please contact John Murdoch. Tel: 812469








Sunday 4th March


10.15 a.m.   All-age Family Worship with Amanda 


11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship with Rev. Bob GLOVER


  6.15 p.m.   Evening Worship- ‘Why suffering?’


			         With Rev. Tom GORDON  


Sunday 11th March


10.15 a.m.   All-age Family Worship


11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship 


  6.15 p.m.   Evening Worship


			        All with Rev. Bob GLOVER


Sunday 18th March


11.00 a.m.   All-age Family Worship with the Sacrament of BAPTISM. Followed by the Annual General Meeting and then a Congregational Lunch in the Church Hall.


  6.15 p.m.   Evening Worship


			        All with Rev. Bob GLOVER


    Please note there will be NO 10.15am Service





Sunday 25th March


10.15 a.m.  All-age Family Worship


11.00 a.m.  Morning Worship 


  5.00 p.m.  Short Service at Cockenzie House


				With Rev Bob GLOVER


  6.15 p.m.  Evening Worship with Duncan MORGAN





Sunday 1st April (PALM SUNDAY)


10.15 a.m.   All-age Family Worship


11.00 a.m.   Morning Worship with Rev. Bob GLOVER


  6.15 p.m.   Evening Worship ‘After Death-What?’


			         With Rev. Tom GORDON








FREEWILL OFFERING CONVENOR


Bill Stewart has decided to retire as FWO Convenor. We thank Bill for all his hard work for many years ensuring everyone had their new envelopes in time for the beginning of each financial year. Eleanor Willins has agreed to take over from Bill and if YOU would like envelopes to support the ongoing work of the Church each week please speak to Eleanor or any of the office bearers.


			                            John Murdoch








ELDERS  DISTRICTS


Through ill health Bill Stewart has decide to "retire" as the District Elder covering Prestonpans and we again thank Bill for all his efforts in past years and wish him all the best for the future. Stemming from Bill's retiral I have taken the opportunity to review the number of members and adherents living in each District and have decided to create another District in the "trees" area (the new houses behind South Seton Park) and Longniddry and surrounding District. As a result a number of Elders have been allocated new Districts and if you get a visit from an unfamiliar face please give them a welcome when they call.   


				             John Murdoch











“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”    Proverbs 3:  5 & 6.











Easter Breakfast


This will be held on Easter Sunday 8th April at 10a.m. Donations for the breakfast will be gratefully received. A list of requirements will be up on the notice board outside the kitchen from 25th March. Volunteers to help with cleaning up afterwards are also required. If you can help, please speak to Margaret Harrison or David Cooper.








